THEIR STORIES:
Narratives of women killed by their
intimate partner in Texas in 2017

On the following pages, the Texas Council
on Family Violence lists with great respect
the names of each victim of intimate partner
femicide in 2017.
Each confirmed fatality represents a woman killed by
a male intimate partner or a stalking perpetrator and
includes the date of the woman’s death, the city in which
she was killed or the jurisdiction of the investigation,
followed by a short description of the circumstances with
a focus on language that holds the offender accountable.
TCFV includes additional relevant information when
available through media and law enforcement reports that
highlight lethality risk factors and other information that
informs our best practices for enhancing future survivor
safety.
Intimate partner homicides end the lives of women who
have roles as engaged community members and caring
and loving family members. TCFV joins their families,
friends and communities in mourning their loss.

ANGELINA COUNTY
Tresten Gray, 26
LUFKIN | DECEMBER 24, 2017

Cedarrius Blake, 18, shot his ex-girlfriend Tresten in her vehicle. Law enforcement responded to a call regarding shots
fired and emergency responders transported Tresten to the hospital, where she later died. Authorities arrested and
charged Blake with murder. Tresten is survived by her son, age 5, and daughter, age 2.

BELL COUNTY
Samaka Rachel Powell, 27
KILLEEN | NOVEMBER 26, 2017

Raymond Davis, 31, shot and killed his wife Samaka at her place of work. He then shot and killed himself. Earlier that
day, Samaka reported to law enforcement that Davis was harassing her at her place of work; when officers arrived,
Davis had already left the scene. Davis had a history of domestic violence and Samaka had previously attempted to
end the relationship. Samaka is survived by her two children, both under 10.

BEXAR COUNTY
Jeanne Przekurat, 59
CASTLE HILLS | OCTOBER 27, 2017

Richard Sonntag III, 51, stabbed and killed his wife Jeanne in their home. Sonntag then poisoned and killed himself.
Sonntag’s coworker requested a welfare check; authorities responded and discovered their bodies. Jeanne is survived
by her adult daughter.

Cindy Alvarez, 39
CONVERSE | APRIL 3, 2017

Robert Alvarez, 46, shot and killed his wife Cindy in the bedroom of their home. Alvarez then shot and killed himself.
Cindy planned to separate at the time of the shooting. Cindy is survived by her three children.

Idalia Celedon Becerra, 29
SAN ANTONIO | DECEMBER 11, 2017

Paulo Gonzalez Chavez, 40, strangled and killed his girlfriend Idalia in the bedroom of their home. Chavez left a note
next to Idalia’s body admitting to the murder. Law enforcement apprehended Chavez as he was walking down a street
with a loaded handgun. Authorities arrested and charged Chavez with murder. Idalia is survived by her four children.

Erica Bright, 32
SAN ANTONIO | NOVEMBER 16, 2017

Lewis Bright, 47, stabbed his wife Erica in her home. Bright left Erica at an emergency clinic before fleeing. Erica
died in the emergency clinic after informing staff that Bright had stabbed her. Authorities arrested Bright a few weeks
later and charged him with murder. Bright has a history of domestic violence and was on probation at the time. Erica
is survived by three children.  
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BEXAR COUNTY continued
Elizabeth Contreras, 39
SAN ANTONIO | AUGUST 2, 2017

Guadalupe Contreras, 39, killed his wife Elizabeth, then moved her body to a wooded area. Elizabeth’s mother
reported Elizabeth missing after she did not return home. Law enforcement located the car Elizabeth was last seen
in and found blood inside; after reviewing GPS data, they located Elizabeth’s body. Authorities arrested and charged
Contreras with murder. Elizabeth had separated from Contreras. Elizabeth is survived by her daughter, age 6.

Tamara Dunn Martinez, 31
SAN ANTONIO | MARCH 28, 2017

James Cardona, 31, shot and killed his wife Tamara in their home. He also shot and injured their 13-year-old daughter.
Cardona then fled the house. Their 4-year-old twins were present in the home. Tamara’s daughter was able to get
help from a passing car and was taken to the hospital. Authorities arrested Cardona and charged him with aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon and murder. Tamara is survived by her three children.

Angie Marie Garcia-Ellison, 42
SAN ANTONIO | SEPTEMBER 22, 2017

Baldwin Ellison, 51, shot and killed his wife Angie in their home. Ellison then shot and killed himself. Authorities
responded to an emergency call and found their bodies. Angie is survived by her adult daughter and her stepson.

Leigh Gaston, 30
SAN ANTONIO | JUNE 17, 2017

Sebastian Humphries, 24, shot and killed his girlfriend Leigh in the bedroom of her home. Humphries then shot and
killed himself. Leigh’s friend went to the home after not hearing from Leigh in over a week; found the bodies and
called 911.

Allie Marie Holloway, 22
SAN ANTONIO | MARCH 14, 2017

Orlando Valdez Jr., 27, strangled, assaulted, and killed his fiancé Allie in his home. Valdez then called his mother;
when she arrived, they called 911. Valdez has a history of domestic violence and Allie had previously attempted to
end the relationship. In 2016, Valdez was arrested for harassment and attempted sexual assault and was released on
bond at the time of the murder. Authorities arrested and charged Valdez with murder.

Adriana Lejarzar, 47
SAN ANTONIO | OCTOBER 31, 2017

Brann Mills, 47, shot and killed his wife Adriana in the driveway of their home. Mills then shot and killed himself. A
neighbor called 911; when police arrived, they found the couple deceased. Adriana is survived by her son.

Rose Limon, 33
SAN ANTONIO | JANUARY 31, 2017

Richard Hernandez, 30, shot and killed his girlfriend Rose in her home. Rose’s father was outside when he heard the
gunshots. When he entered the house, he found Hernandez holding Rose, who was already deceased. Hernandez fled
the scene. Later authorities arrested and charged Hernandez with murder. Rose is survived by her 5 daughters.
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BEXAR COUNTY continued
Idalia Rodriguez, 66
SAN ANTONIO | AUGUST 19, 2017

Douglas Rodriguez, 62, shot and killed his wife Idalia in their home. Rodriguez then shot and killed himself.
Rodriguez’s adult daughter found their bodies during a welfare check and then called 911. Idalia is survived by her
three adult children.

April Russell, 34
SAN ANTONIO | JUNE 5, 2017

Adrian Hardeman, 37, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend April in her home. When April had refused to let Hardeman
into her home, Hardeman broke in. After killing April, he fled with her youngest daughter and took her to her
grandparent’s house. April’s older daughter called 911 and reported the shooting and kidnapping of her sister.
Hardeman was later involved in a traffic accident; as troopers responded to the accident, Hardeman fired at them and
they shot and killed him. Hardeman had a history of domestic violence; he was released on bond for a family violence
charge for assaulting April in 2016. April is survived by her children, ages 1, 8 and 15.

Jennifer Smith, 46
SAN ANTONIO | NOVEMBER 27, 2017

William Smith, 54, shot and killed his wife Jennifer inside their home. He also shot and killed himself. Smith had
called 911 to report his plans to kill Jennifer and himself. When authorities responded they heard two gunshots and
requested a SWAT unit for support. After the SWAT unit arrived they located their bodies inside the home. Jennifer
had filed for divorce approximately three weeks before her murder. Jennifer is survived by her three young daughters.

Cinthia Vargas-Sanchez, 28
SAN ANTONIO | APRIL 2, 2017

Carlos Salazar, 29, stabbed his dating partner Cinthia outside her home. Cinthia’s children were at the home. Salazar
chased Cinthia as she attempted to flee for help to a neighbor’s house. A neighbor who witnessed the attack yelled at
Salazar to stop at which point he fled. Neighbors called 911 and Cinthia was taken to the hospital where she later died.
U.S. Marshals captured Salazar in Mexico a month later and authorities charged him with murder. Cinthia is survived
by her two children, ages 5 and 7.

Linda Vela, 46
SAN ANTONIO | DECEMBER 28, 2017

Mark Espinosa, 48, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Linda in the bedroom of her home. Espinosa then shot and killed
himself. Linda’s two sons were in the home at the time and called 911. Espinosa had a history of domestic violence
and Linda had recently ended the relationship. Linda is survived by her adult daughter and three young children, ages
10, 12, and 14.

Graciela Zamora, 44
SAN ANTONIO | JANUARY 12, 2017

Mario Bocanegra, 46, shot and killed his wife Graciela in their home. Bocanegra then shot and killed himself. The
couple’s son found them deceased on a welfare check when they did not answer their phone. Graciela is survived by
her children.
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BEXAR COUNTY continued
Cayley Mandadi, 19
SCHERTZ | OCTOBER 31, 2017

Mark Howerton, 22, beat and sexually assaulted his girlfriend Cayley in his car. After the assault, Howerton took
Cayley to the hospital. Cayley remained on life support for two days and later died from the blunt-force trauma.
Howerton has a history of domestic violence towards Cayley. Cayley was afraid of Howerton and friends witnessed
the abuse and his use of a gun to threaten students. A few weeks prior to the murder, campus police issued a criminal
trespass order that barred Howerton from the campus for a year. Authorities arrested Howerton and charged him with
murder and aggravated sexual assault.

BREWSTER COUNTY
Zuzu Verk, 22
ALPINE | FEBRUARY 3, 2017

Robert Fabian, 25, assaulted and killed his girlfriend Zuzu at his apartment. Fabian then buried her body. Fabian’s
friend Chris Estrada helped conceal Zuzu’s body. Zuzu disappeared October 2016 and authorities conducted a fourmonth search for Zuzu and discovered her body February 2017. Authorities arrested Fabian and charged him with
murder and arrested Estrada in Arizona and charged him with obstruction of justice.

CALLAHAN COUNTY
Meagan Dearman, 31
BAIRD | JANUARY 27, 2017

Justin Bennett, 32, strangled and killed his girlfriend Meagan in Abilene. Bennett and his second girlfriend, Jennifer
Herod, moved Meagan’s body to a lake in Baird. Family reported Meagan missing; authorities arrested Bennett on
other warrants and while questioning him, gathered information to locate Meagan and to charge Bennett with murder.
Authorities charged Herod with tampering with evidence. Bennett received a sentence of 70 years in prison. Meagan
is survived by her two children.

CAMERON COUNTY
Paola Lopez, 40
BROWNSVILLE | SEPTEMBER 5, 2017

Antonio Cruz Lopez-Garcia, 47, assaulted and killed his wife Paola. Emergency responders transported Paola to the
hospital where she later died. Lopez-Garcia absconded and remains at large. Paola is survived by her children.
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CAMERON COUNTY continued
Jessica Cortina, 36
HARLINGEN | OCTOBER 6, 2017

Alvaro Mata Jr., 39, shot and killed his wife Jessica in her home. Jessica’s 17-year-old son was in the home at the
time. Mata then fled the scene and authorities arrested and charged him with murder hours later. Jessica is survived by
her four sons.

Marta Beatriz Adams, 53
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND | APRIL 30, 2017

Terry Adams, 67, killed his wife Marta in his home in McAllen. Marta’s son-in-law, Monte Eric Jordan, 59,
participated in the murder and placed her body in the bay of South Padre Island; authorities arrested and charged both
Adams and Jordan with murder. Marta had separated from Adams, but was staying with him while recovering from a
surgery at the time of the murder. Marta is survived by her five adult children.

CHAMBERS COUNTY
Crystal Seratte McDowell, 37
BAYTOWN | AUGUST 25, 2017

Steven McDowell, 44, strangled and killed his ex-wife Crystal in his home. Crystal had gone to the home to pick up
their two children from McDowell before evacuating during Hurricane Harvey. McDowell then transported Crystal’s
body and left it in a wooded area in Chambers County. Crystal’s family reported her missing the following day, and
authorities located her body two weeks later. After several interviews with law enforcement, McDowell confessed to
strangling her in his home. Police arrested and charged McDowell with murder. McDowell has a history of abusing
Crystal and she had divorced him a few months prior. He had previously threatened to harm them both and their
children and Crystal reported the threats to police. Crystal is survived by her two children, ages 5 and 8.

COLLIN COUNTY
Monica Cortez, 37
ALLEN | MARCH 26, 2017

Bernardo Cortez, 40, shot and killed his wife Monica in their home. He then shot and killed himself. Monica’s
daughters were in the home at the time of the shooting. Monica is survived by her two teenage daughters.

Rosemary Blackburn, 70
LOWERY CROSSING | MARCH 19, 2017

Jimmy Blackburn, 61, shot and killed his wife Rosemary in their home. Blackburn then shot and killed himself.
Someone called 911 to report family violence at the home. When law enforcement officers responded to the home
and there was no answer, they called the tactical team. Law enforcement discovered the bodies with a note from
Blackburn stating how to handle his assets.
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COLLIN COUNTY continued
Dania Maria Argueta, 43
McKINNEY | NOVEMBER 13, 2017

Leroy Allen, 44, stabbed and killed his wife Dania in their home. Allen then killed himself.

Patsy Jo Rickman, 72
MURPHY | NOVEMBER 4, 2017

Tommy Rickman, 73, shot and killed his wife Patsy in their home. Rickman then shot and killed himself. Their
daughter contacted police after she was unable to reach her parents and unable to enter the home. Rickman had a
history of domestic violence. Patsy is survived by her two adult children.

Meredith Hight, 27
PLANO | SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

Spencer Hight, 32, shot and killed his wife Meredith in her home. At the time, Meredith was hosting a gathering for
friends; Hight also shot and killed Meredith’s guests, Anthony Cross, 33, Olivia Deffner 24, James Dunlop, 29, Darryl
Hawkins, 22, Rion Morgan, 31, Myah Bass, 28, Caleb Edwards, 25, and injured one other woman. Employees at a
nearby bar noticed Spencer Hight carrying a knife and a magazine loaded with bullets. Employees became suspicious
and followed him to Meredith’s home and called local authorities. Responding officers arrived, heard gunfire and
fatally shot Spencer. Hight had a history of domestic violence. Meredith had filed for divorce approximately one
month prior to the shooting.

Ludivina Frias, 48
PLANO | MAY 30, 2017

Jose Ynes Oliba-Cabrera, 50, stabbed his girlfriend Ludivina in a public roadway as she fled from their
vehicle. Witnesses called 911; law enforcement responded and found Oliba-Cabrera with a self-inflicted stab wound
to the chest. Emergency responders transported Ludivina to the hospital where she died from the injuries. Authorities
charged Oliba-Cabrera with murder; he received a sentence of 50 years in prison. Ludivina is survived by her three
sons and her two daughters.

Kelli Underwood, 46
PRINCETON | SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

Ronnie Welborn, 45, hired Samuel Veal and Delvin Powell to kill his ex-girlfriend Kelli; Veal and Powell entered
Kelli’s home and stabbed, shot, and killed her. Witnesses reported hearing an alarm and seeing the two men enter the
home. At the time of the murder, Welborn had another girlfriend, Katie Robinson, who participated in planning and
hiring Veal and Powell to murder Kelli. Welborn and Robinson supplied Veal and Powell with the murder weapon.
Authorities arrested and charged Welborn, Robinson, Powell, and Veal with capital murder. Kelli is survived by her
two daughters and her son.
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DALLAS COUNTY
Tamara Harris, 33
CEDAR HILL | JULY 17, 2017

Delquan Harris, 35, strangled and killed his wife Tamara and transported her body to Ohio in the trunk of her vehicle.
Harris also took their son to Ohio. Tamara’s family requested a welfare check and Cedar Hill police went to her
residence and then tracked her vehicle to Ohio. Ohio authorities discovered Tamara’s body in the vehicle and arrested
Harris. Harris pled guilty to murder and received a sentence of 15 years to life in prison. Tamara had filed for divorce
one month prior to the murder. Tamara is survived by her three children, ages 2, 9, and 15.

Sara Khan, 33
COPPELL | JUNE 9, 2017

Nader Khan, 42, strangled, assaulted, and killed his girlfriend Sara in their home. Khan then shot and killed himself.
Nader had a history of abusive and controlling behavior. Sara is survived by her children.

Jaytoyah Davis, 31
DALLAS | OCTOBER 21, 2017

Jimmy Hightower, 30, shot and killed his wife Jaytoyah in the vehicle in the driveway of their home. Jaytoyah’s
children were in the home at the time. Neighbors saw Hightower get out of the vehicle and alerted authorities.
Hightower retrieved some items from the home and fled. A fugitive task force found Hightower, and authorities
arrested and charged him with murder. Jaytoyah is survived by her son and daughter.

Mia Doucet, 28
DALLAS | OCTOBER 7, 2017

Brandon King, 32, assaulted and killed his girlfriend Mia in their home. A guest in the home heard loud sounds and
King told the guest that Mia was unresponsive. Emergency responders transported Mia to the hospital where she was
pronounced dead. King has a history of domestic violence including two pending charges and a prior arrest in 2013
for assaulting his ex-wife for which he served 87 days in jail. Authorities arrested and charged King with murder. Mia
is survived by two sons and two daughters.

Natalie Tavares, 18
DALLAS | MAY 21, 2017

Aldo Saucedo, 19, shot his girlfriend Natalie in a business parking lot. Saucedo and another man were in an
altercation when Saucedo shot his gun at the other man several times and shot and injured another woman. Saucedo
shot Natalie multiple times. Emergency responders transported Natalie to the hospital where she was later pronounced
dead. Authorities arrested and charged Saucedo with murder and aggravated assault. Natalie is survived by her son.

Renaudra Smith, 28
DALLAS | NOVEMBER 8, 2017

Benjamin Bass, 46, shot and killed his girlfriend Renaudra in her home. Bass then fled the scene and authorities issued
a warrant placed for his arrest for murder. Bass was later found deceased in Georgia. Renaudra was pregnant at the
time of her death.
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DALLAS COUNTY continued
Maria Dolores Barretero, 50
GRAND PRAIRIE | FEBRUARY 20, 2017

Rodolfo Medina, 61, shot and killed his ex-wife Maria in her home. Medina then shot himself. Emergency responders
transported Medina to a hospital where he died two days later. Maria is survived by two children.

Janeera Gonzalez, 20
IRVING | MAY 3, 2017

Adrian Torres, 21, shot and killed Janeera on her college campus. Torres then shot and killed himself. Torres had
pursued a relationship with Janeera and stalked her when she did not date him.

DENTON COUNTY
Ruth Bain, 82
DENTON | MARCH 4, 2017

Joe Bain, 79, shot and killed his wife Ruth in their home. Bain called 911 to confess to killing Ruth. Bain shot himself
before law enforcement arrived at the home and later died at the hospital. Ruth is survived by her adult children.

ECTOR COUNTY
Lindsey Baldonado, 31
ODESSA | AUGUST 6, 2017

Rubin Edwards III, 33, shot and killed his girlfriend Lindsey in their home. Edwards then shot himself. Authorities
arrived at the scene and transported Edwards to the hospital before arresting and charging him with murder. Edwards
had threatened to kill Lindsey the day before the murder. Edwards has a history of domestic violence and was
previously charged with aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. Lindsey planned to end the relationship. Lindsey is
survived by her two children.

Evangelina Quezada, 52
ODESSA | AUGUST 7, 2017

Quane Taylor, 46, stabbed and killed his fiancé Evangelina in the cabin of his 18-wheeler. After driving around with
her body, Taylor called 911 from a truck stop. Authorities arrested and charged Taylor with murder after he confessed
to killing Evangelina.

Phyllis Rodriguez, 44
ODESSA | JANUARY 10, 2017

Phillip Rodriguez, 48, shot and killed his wife Phyllis in the driveway of a family member’s home. Rodriguez had
confronted Phyllis and taken her phone, credit cards, and cash. Phyllis attempted to follow him when Rodriguez
returned and shot at her and her niece. Phyllis’ niece called 911. Rodriguez fled the scene. Authorities located
Rodriguez and arrested and charged him with murder. Phyllis is survived by her two sons and a daughter.
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EL PASO COUNTY
Stephanie Herrera, 25
EL PASO | NOVEMBER 9, 2017

Jose Varela, 25, shot and killed his girlfriend Stephanie at her home. Varela had confronted Stephanie, her father, and
three others in the driveway her home. Varela shot Stephanie who was taken into the house by three others. Varela
shot and killed Stephanie’s father, Enrique Herrera, 45, as he walked toward the house. Varela then entered the house
to shoot Stephanie again. He fled the scene and shot and killed himself, crashing his vehicle.

Ruby Rodriguez, 26
EL PASO | APRIL 24, 2017

Rodrigo Rodriguez, 27, stabbed and killed his girlfriend Ruby in a home. After the murder, Rodriguez dropped
his daughter off at a friend’s house. Rodriguez then went to his father’s house to confess to the murder and say
goodbye before fleeing. Authorities apprehended and charged Rodriguez with murder. Rodriguez has a history of
domestic violence; he had been released from jail ten days prior to the murder after he was accused of assaulting
Ruby. Rodriguez was also previously convicted on a separate family violence charge. Ruby is survived by her two
daughters.

ELLIS COUNTY
Josie Blackburn, 57
WAXAHACHIE | SEPTEMBER 5, 2017

Michael Blackburn, 62, stabbed and killed his wife Josie in the front yard of their home. He then shot and killed
himself. Law enforcement located Josie, who told officers Blackburn had stabbed her. Blackburn remained inside the
home and after several hours of no activity, the SWAT team forced entry and found Blackburn deceased. Emergency
responders transported Josie to the hospital where she later died. Josie is survived by her three adult daughters and
adult son.

Tia Marie Spearman, 21
ALMA | JULY 15, 2017

Guy Lynch, 47, killed his girlfriend Tia and moved her body to a field in Ellis County. Tia’s family reported
her missing after not hearing from her since May 2017 and contacted police in Biloxi, Mississippi because they
believed she had visited there. Law enforcement in Mississippi contacted the police department in Lancaster, Texas
after finding an address for Tia there; after receiving the tip from Lancaster Police Department, Ellis County law
enforcement confirmed the remains were a match to Tia. Authorities arrested and charged Lynch with murder.

ERATH COUNTY
Jai-Mee Williams, 33
STEPHENVILLE | FEBRUARY 12, 2017

Fred Gonzales, 22, struck his girlfriend Jai-Mee with his vehicle on a rural road. Gonzales then took Jai-Mee to his
father’s house in Dublin and called 911. Emergency responders transported Jai-Mee to a hospital where she later died.
Authorities arrested and charged Gonzales with intoxicated manslaughter. Jai-Mee is survived by her daughter.
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FORT BEND COUNTY
Ella Brown, 84
ROSENBERG | DECEMBER 15, 2017

James Brown, 90, shot and killed his wife Ella in their home. He then shot and killed himself. Ella is survived by her
son and two step-daughters.

Sherilyn Gordon-Burroughs, 48
RICHMOND | MARCH 18, 2017

Daniel Burroughs, 60, shot his wife Sherilyn in their home. When police responded to a request for a welfare check,
Burroughs refused to allow the police entry into the home. After a five-hour standoff with SWAT involvement, SWAT
forced entry into the home. As authorities entered, Burroughs shot and killed himself. Sherilyn is survived by her
daughter, age 3.

Edith Cevallos-Zapata Alanis, 47
SUGARLAND | FEBRUARY 11, 2017

Gilberto Alanis, 61, shot and killed his wife Edith in their home. He then called 911 and authorities arrested and
charged him with murder. Alanis has a history of domestic violence. Edith is survived by her adult son.

GALVESTON COUNTY
Kaitlyn Trammell, 18
BARCLIFF | AUGUST 1, 2017

Orlando Martinez, 23 shot and killed his girlfriend Kaitlin in his home. He then asked a friend, Jared Koehler, who
was also in the house, to dispose of the gun. Authorities arrived at the scene to find Martinez outside the residence.
Emergency responders located Kaitlyn and transported her to the hospital where she died a few days later. Martinez
initially told investigators that Kaitlyn accidentally shot herself, but later told police that he accidentally shot her.
Authorities arrested and charged Martinez with manslaughter and have also arrested and charged Koehler with
tampering with evidence. Kaitlyn is survived by her son, age 3.

Dulce Everts, 40
GALVESTON | FEBRUARY 20, 2017

Byron Everts, 91, shot and killed his wife Dulce in their home. He then shot and killed himself. The couple was in the
process of finalizing their divorce, and Everts had threatened to kill himself and Dulce. Days before Dulce’s murder,
the couple had gone to the lawyer’s office over a financial dispute. Dulce is survived by her son.
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GREGG COUNTY
Maria Carolina Alvarez Pantoja, 24
KILGORE | APRIL 3, 2017

Juan Vazquez, 27, stabbed and killed his wife Maria in his home. He then stabbed and killed himself. Vazquez and
Maria had recently separated, and he told Maria she could visit their children if she came to his home. Once Maria
arrived and saw that the children weren’t there, she attempted to leave. Maria fled to a neighbor’s home for help,
however Vazquez chased Maria and forced her back to his home where he killed her. Vazquez was airlifted and
received emergency surgery but died ten days later. Maria is survived by her two sons, ages 5 and 7.

Tracy Lynn Reedy, 50
KILGORE | DECEMBER 31, 2017

Dwight Scott, 51, shot and killed his fiancé Tracy in the parking lot of their apartment. Scott then fled the scene.
Neighbors notified authorities of gunshots. Law enforcement responded and found Tracy’s body. Authorities charged
Scott with murder; he remains at large. Tracy is survived by her adult son and daughter.

Ivory Wilson, 57
LONGVIEW | FEBRUARY 12, 2017

Darrell Wilson, 58, stabbed and killed his ex-wife Ivory in her home. Neighbors requested a welfare check after
Ivory had not been heard from in several days. When police entered the home, they found Ivory deceased. Authorities
charged Wilson with murder and arrested him three months after Ivory’s death.

GRIMES COUNTY
Janet Marie Lester, 74
NAVASOTA | FEBRUARY 10, 2017

Robert Buford Jr., 74, shot and killed his wife Janet on the front porch of their home. Janet called 911 for help and
stated Buford had shot her. When law enforcement arrived, they found Janet deceased. Buford confessed that he had
shot Janet. Authorities arrested and charged Buford with Janet’s murder. Janet is survived by her adult daughter and
two adult sons.

GUADALUPE COUNTY
Rebecca Bailey, 55
SEGUIN | OCTOBER 9, 2017

Gregory Bailey, 62, killed his wife Rebecca when he set fire to their home. Bailey also killed himself in the fire. When
authorities responded they located a note pinned to a fence next to the home that indicated Bailey had killed Rebecca
and himself.
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HARRIS COUNTY
Julia Martinez, 34
BAYTOWN | SEPTEMBER 16, 2017

Roy Garcia Jr, 34, shot and killed his wife Julia in her vehicle. Julia’s son and daughter were in the car. Julia tried
to drive away, but the car crashed into a mailbox. Garcia called his mother and told her he killed Julia, threatened
suicide, and then fled. Later, Garcia turned himself into authorities in Guadalupe county. Garcia has a history of
domestic violence towards Julia. A year prior to the murder, Garcia fired a gun in the home at Julia and her children
and then kidnapped Julia. Three months prior to the murder, Garcia was given deferred adjudication for the previous
incident, reducing the felony offense to a misdemeanor. He was ordered to surrender firearms and participate in two
years of community supervision, with which he did not comply. Julia is survived by her son, age 5 and her daughter,
age 13.

Rose Hunt, 21
BAYTOWN | FEBRUARY 24, 2017

Derrick Metcalf, 23, hired David Galindo, 20, to shoot and kill his ex-girlfriend Rose on a public street. Rose was
eight months pregnant. Galindo’s girlfriend, Daizy Costello, was also implicated in the plans to murder Rose.
Authorities charged Galindo with murder and Metcalf and Costello with capital murder.

Tameka Anderson, 35
CROSBY | JANUARY 6, 2017

Christopher Landry, 46, stabbed his ex-girlfriend Tameka in her home. He then hung and killed himself in a shed near
the home. Tameka’s son found his mother deceased and called police. Police arrived and found Tameka’s missing car
a few blocks away along with Landry’s body. Landry had a history of domestic violence toward Tameka. In 2016 he
pled guilty to a strangulation felony and was given deferred adjudication with four years of supervision. He murdered
Tameka while on probation for the offense. Tameka is survived by her teenage children, ages 14, 16, and 18.

Maricela Banda, 33
HOUSTON | MARCH 8, 2017

Marcos Hinojosa, 33, shot and killed his girlfriend Maricela in a car. He then shot himself. Police responded to
calls regarding a shooting and arrived to find Maricela deceased. Emergency responders transported Hinojosa to the
hospital where he later died. Maricela is survived by her daughter, age 5.

LaTonya Campbell, 32
HOUSTON | MARCH 9, 2017

Andre Campbell, 37, shot and killed his wife LaTonya in their home. He then shot and killed himself. Upon hearing
gunshots, the couple’s parents entered the home to find them deceased. LaTonya is survived by her children, ages 10,
12, 13, 14, and 18.

Amy Burnett-Combs, 53
HOUSTON | AUGUST 21, 2017

David Combs, 55, shot and killed his wife Amy in their home. He then shot and killed himself. Police were called to
the home by family members to perform a welfare check. When police entered the residence, they found the couple
deceased.
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HARRIS COUNTY continued
Linda Chang, 68
HOUSTON | JUNE 23, 2017

Tien-Lai Hsu, 75, shot and killed his wife Linda in a vehicle. He then shot and killed himself. Neighbors called police
reporting a shooting; officers located Hsu and Linda deceased.

Amber Flores, 19
HOUSTON | FEBRUARY 22, 2017

Jeffree Burks, 19, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Amber while she was riding in a car. Burks stalked Amber and her
boyfriend, then chased them in his vehicle, and shot Amber and her boyfriend. Authorities responded and pronounced
Amber dead at the scene. Emergency responders transported Amber’s boyfriend to the hospital where he survived the
injuries. Authorities arrested and charged Burks with capital murder and aggravated assault.

Sommer Gatto, 18
HOUSTON | SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

Marquis Williams, 20, assaulted and killed his girlfriend Sommer on the street where she lived. Williams kicked
the door of the Sommer’s family house forcing her grandmother, sister and two other children to hide in a closet.
Bystanders called 911 and when deputies arrived, they found Sommer deceased. Authorities arrested and charged
Williams with murder.

Rena Hodges, 35
HOUSTON | FEBRUARY 15, 2017

Jerald Watt, 40, shot and killed his wife Rena in their home. Watt then fled the scene. Watt has a history of domestic
violence and had threatened to kill Rena. She had told Watt she wanted to end the relationship and had asked him
to leave. Rena was on the phone with a friend when Watt shot her. The next day when Rena did not pick up her
daughters, family members went to Rena’s home and, with the assistance of the security guard, found her body.
Authorities arrested and charged Watt with murder. Rena is survived by her three children, ages 9, 11, and 14.

Ashanti Hunter, 32
HOUSTON | APRIL 30, 2017

Albee Lewis, 31, shot and killed his girlfriend Ashanti in a car outside her home. Lewis had assaulted Ashanti and she
ran outside and tried to escape by getting into her cousin’s car. Lewis shot Ashanti as she was sitting in the passenger
seat. Ashanti’s three children and her cousin’s three children were present. Lewis fled and called 911 to turn himself
in; authorities arrested and charged him with murder. Lewis has prior felony convictions and a history of domestic
violence, including multiple instances of strangling Ashanti. He pled guilty and received a sentence of 50 years in
prison. She is survived by her three children, ages 4 to 13.

Aracely Jernigan, 37
HOUSTON | DECEMBER 27, 2017

Kenneth Lockings Jr., 45, killed his girlfriend Aracely in his home by cutting across her neck and nearly decapitating
her. Lockings’ sister and father both attempted to enter the home to perform a welfare check on the day of the murder.
Lockings’ family convinced him to turn himself into the local police station where he was interviewed. Authorities
arrested and charged Lockings with murder. Aracely is survived by her four daughters.
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HARRIS COUNTY continued
Maritza Lopez, 26
HOUSTON | JUNE 18, 2017

Carlos Gonzalez, 26, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Maritza in their home. Gonzalez called police and claimed
that Maritza accidentally shot herself; he then fled with Maritza’s infant. When law enforcement arrived, they found
Maritiza’s body in a closet. Gonzalez has a history of domestic violence, including threatening to kill Maritza if she
left him. Martiza was in the process of ending the relationship when he killed her. Authorities charged Gonzalez with
murder, but he remains at large. Maritza is survived by her infant daughter.

Jennifer Mamo, 24
HOUSTON | DECEMBER 8, 2017

Jasper Davis, 29, shot and killed his girlfriend Jennifer. Davis then put Jennifer’s body into his car and drove to a
creek to leave Jennifer’s body there. He called a friend for help, but his friend refused to help and notified police.
Deputies conducted a welfare check, forced their way into the home and found a baby in the house. Authorities
arrested Davis and charged him with murder. Jennifer is survived by her daughter, age 7 months.

Fannie McWhite, 61
HOUSTON | APRIL 17, 2017

Russell Cormier, 53, shot and killed his ex-wife Fannie outside her home. Before murdering her, he had threatened
to shoot Fannie’s adult son, who was inside the home. Neighbors heard gunshots and witnessed Cormier dragging
Fannie’s body toward the street before fleeing in Fannie’s truck. Cormier set fire to his own home and shot and killed
another man, Thornton Bivens, 60, as he arrived at work. Cormier also shot and injured his neighbor. Authorities
located Cormier a few days later and arrested and charged him with two counts of murder; he confessed to the
murders. Fannie had divorced Cormier in 2014. She is survived by her adult son.

Kendra Moore, 29
HOUSTON | FEBRUARY 11, 2017

Solomon Morrow, 34, shot and killed his wife Kendra in their home. He then shot and killed himself. Kendra’s 9-yearold daughter found their bodies and called 911. Kendra had expressed fear of Morrow to a neighbor and planned to
end the relationship and move in with her father.

Thanh Nguyen, 35
HOUSTON | SEPTEMBER 3, 2017

Phat Van Le, 47, stabbed and killed his ex-wife Thanh in their home. He also stabbed and killed Thanh’s mother, Dep
Nguyen, 66. Before killing his ex-wife and her mother, Le had taken their two daughters to his niece’s home. When
neither he nor Thanh returned to pick them up, Le’s brother went to check on them in their home. Upon arriving, he
found Thanh and Dep’s bodies. Authorities arrested and charged Le with capital murder. Thanh is survived by her two
daughters, ages 9 and 11.
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HARRIS COUNTY continued
Guadalupe Ordonez, 56
HOUSTON | OCTOBER 23, 2017

Jorge Cabrera, 54, stabbed and killed his wife Guadalupe in their home. On the day of the murder a 911 call was made
about a stabbing. When police arrived, they found Cabrera armed with a knife. Cabrera confessed to police that he had
killed his wife and then lunged at the officers with the weapon. The officers fired their weapons at Cabrera, injuring
him. Police then entered the apartment where they found Guadalupe deceased. Cabrera was transported to the hospital
where he later died.

Lynda Polomo, 56
HOUSTON | SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

John Castillo, 46, shot and killed his girlfriend Lynda in her home. Relatives found Lynda’s body and called police.
Authorities arrested and charged Castillo with her murder several months later.

Karen Ramirez, 27
HOUSTON | MARCH 25, 2017

Miguel Buezo, 28, shot and killed his girlfriend Karen in her car. Buezo then fled. Karen’s family reported her
missing. Police discovered Karen’s car a week after her disappearance. The car contained evidence that indicated that
Karen was murdered. Buezo has a history of abuse. Karen’s body has not been located. Authorities charged Buezo
with her murder; he remains at large and is believed to be in Honduras.

Olivia Russel, 27
HOUSTON | JULY 17, 2017

Jawaun Mack, 29, shot and killed his girlfriend Olivia in their apartment. He then shot and killed himself. Police were
called to the location where they discovered their bodies.

Ma Salas, 39
HOUSTON | JUNE 16, 2017

Juan Salas, 48, shot and killed his wife Ma in their home. He then shot and killed himself. A call was made to 911
to report that a woman had been shot. Police arrived and found Ma being treated by the fire department, emergency
responders transported Ma to the hospital where she later died. Law enforcement found Salas deceased inside the
home.

Keishawra Shepherd, 27
HOUSTON | NOVEMBER 3, 2017

Kalandre Adams, 28, shot his wife Keishawra in their vehicle. Keishawra was able to exit the vehicle and died on
the street. Adams fled the scene. A neighbor called 911 when they heard gunshots, police arrived to find Keishawra
deceased. Law enforcement apprehended Adams in Lufkin. Adams confessed to murdering Keishawra; authorities
arrested and charged him with murder. Keishawra is survived by her daughter.
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HARRIS COUNTY continued
Leticia Sowell, 41
HOUSTON | AUGUST 12, 2017

Joseph Lewis, 53, shot and killed his fiancé Leticia in the doorway of her home. Patrol officers responded to a 911 call
reporting shots fired and found Leticia deceased. Witnesses identified Lewis as the shooter and stated that he fled in
Leticia’s vehicle. Officers apprehended Lewis and arrested and charged him with murder. Leticia is survived by her
four children.

Loretta Vance, 63
HOUSTON | JULY 31, 2017

James Hickam, 58, shot his wife Loretta in the parking lot of their apartment complex. Hickam also shot and killed a
bystander Krystle Watson, 26, who was driving into the parking lot with her 2 year old child. Emergency responders
transported Loretta to the hospital, where she died days later. Authorities arrested and charged Hickam with capital
murder. Loretta is survived by her two adult sons.

Mary Jaime, 52
KATY | JANUARY 5, 2017

Rene Jaime, 52, stabbed and killed his wife Mary in their home. Mary’s teenage sons were in the home at the time.
Jaime called 911, and when officers arrived he confessed to killing Mary. Authorities charged Jaime with murder.
Jaime has a history of abusive behavior towards Mary. Mary is survived by her sons, ages 13 and 15.

Gayla Roy, 28
HOUSTON | SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

Don Gaines, 30, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Gayla in the woods along a Louisiana interstate. Gaines had
strangled Gayla earlier that day to the point of unconsciousness and drove her from Houston to Louisiana. Gayla
regained consciousness during the drive, and Gaines pulled over and shot her in the woods and left her body.
Gaines has a history of domestic violence. Three months before murdering Gayla, Gaines had strangled, beaten,
and threatened to kill another dating partner which resulted in a felony warrant for strangulation from that assault.
Authorities located and arrested him in Georgia for the felony strangulation charge. He later admitted to kidnapping
and killing Gayla; Federal authorities charged Gaines with the crime of kidnapping, a legal offense that under Federal
law carries the same punishment range as murder. Gayla is survived by her two sons, ages 1 and 6.

Laura Perales, 43
PASADENA | OCTOBER 16, 2017

Jason Engelke shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Laura in a home. He then shot himself; emergency responders
transported him to a hospital. Authorities arrested and charged him with murder.

Margarita Pineda, 20
PASADENA | FEBRUARY 23, 2017

Manuel Ochoa, 20, shot and killed his wife Margarita while she was working at her sister’s restaurant. He also
shot Margarita’s sister. Ochoa entered from the back door and demanded the patrons evacuate. When Margarita’s
sister confronted Ochoa, he shot her. Margarita’s sister fled to call the police. Ochoa then shot himself. Emergency
responders transported Ochoa to a hospital where he later died. Margarita had begun taking steps to end the
relationship. She is survived by her three children, ages 5 months, 1, and 3.
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HAYS COUNTY
Christina Pollock-Anderson, 67
WIMBERLEY | FEBRUARY 9, 2017

Jimmy Rhodes, 68, shot and killed his wife Christina in the back porch of their home. Christina called 911 to
report her husband’s abusive behavior and request assistance; the call disconnected, and dispatchers were unable to
reconnect. When law enforcement arrived, they found Rhodes armed and inside the house. Rhodes confessed to the
murder and surrendered to police. Authorities arrested and charged Rhodes with murder.

HIDALGO COUNTY
Maria E. Sandoval, 40
DONNA | APRIL 9, 2017

Orlando Sandoval, 39, shot and killed his wife Maria inside their home. He then shot himself. Maria’s children were
in the house. After receiving a call about shots fired, police arrived at the home and found Maria’s body. Emergency
responders transported Sandoval to the hospital where he died. Maria is survived by her three sons.

Adaly Tellez Johnson, 30
EDINBURG | OCTOBER 1, 2017

Eduardo Gonzalez Cruz, 29, beat and killed his wife Adaly in their home. Cruz then confessed to his brothers and fled;
robbing and kidnapping a woman, her child, and a family member. Authorities arrested and charged Cruz with murder,
three counts of aggravated kidnapping, and credit/debit card abuse.

Maria Velasquez, 55
EDINBURG | JANUARY 15, 2017

Angel Bolanos Vasquez, 62, stabbed his girlfriend Maria in their home. Law enforcement arrived and found Maria
injured, but responsive. Emergency responders transported Maria to the hospital where she later died. Vasquez has a
history of domestic violence. Authorities arrested and charged Vasquez with murder.

Santos Berenice Garcia, 42
MCALLEN | JANUARY 28, 2017

Cruz Orlando Piñon, 30, shot and killed his wife Santos outside their home in presence of police. When police
responded to a 911 call regarding a domestic disturbance, they met with Santos and her two daughters outside of the
home. Piñon began shooting at Santos, her daughters and the police from inside the home and struck and killed Santos
and her daughter, Ashley Segura Garcia, age 16. Police fired back, and Piñon retreated into the home, where he then
shot and injured Santos’ daughter, age 13, who was with their twin sons, ages 4. He then shot and killed himself.
Emergency responders transferred the 13-year-old to the hospital, where she survived the injuries. Santos is survived
by her twin children, ages 4, and daughters, ages 13 and 14.

Maria Isabel Hernandez, 35
PALMVIEW | OCTOBER 6, 2017

Conrado Tovar, 31, assaulted and killed his girlfriend Maria in the bedroom of a home. Tovar’s mother contacted
authorities to report that her son had assaulted his girlfriend with a baseball bat and possibly killed her. Police arrived
while Tovar attempted to leave the home. They detained Tovar and discovered Maria’s body inside the home. Tovar
has a history of assault and family violence charges. Authorities arrested and charged Tovar with murder.
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HILL COUNTY
Debra Murdock Ballard, 58
HILLSBORO | FEBRUARY 1, 2017

Michael Hodge, 60, beat and killed his girlfriend Debra and left her body in a field. Debra was reported missing. A
rancher discovered Debra’s body. Authorities listed Hodge as a person of interest and issued a warrant for his arrest.
U.S. Marshalls located Hodge and pulled him over. Hodge then exited the vehicle and shot himself. He died from his
injuries the following day.

HOOD COUNTY
Betty Scala, 72
GRANBURY | MARCH 27, 2017

Joseph Scala, 72, suffocated his wife Betty while she was at a friend’s home. A witness contacted law enforcement
and reported seeing a man dragging a woman’s body and attempting to place her in a trunk. When law enforcement
arrived, Scala admitted to suffocating Betty. Emergency officials transported Betty to the hospital where she later
died. Scala was found guilty of manslaughter and sentenced to 20 years in prison.

HOUSTON COUNTY
Ricki Taylor, 46
GRAPELAND | JUNE 21, 2017

Andrew Taylor, 50, shot and killed his ex-wife Ricki on a public road. Ricki was reported missing by her fiancé when
she did not return home after moving items into a storage unit with her father. Law enforcement utilized cellphone
data and located her body two days after she was reported missing. Taylor was linked to her location through
cellphone data and GPS information along with grease type substance found on his hands that connected him to
Ricki’s car. Authorities arrested and charged Andrew with murder. Ricki is survived by her two adult daughters and
son, age 12.

JASPER COUNTY
Tristan Dilley, 14
BUNA | OCTOBER 1, 2017

Paul Adams, 19, shot and killed his girlfriend Tristan in her home and fled the scene. Tristan’s younger brother
discovered her body. Adams contacted his mother and claimed a stranger entered Tristan’s home and shot her. Sheriff
deputies tracked Adams’ location to a secluded area and when they approached his tent, Adams shot and killed
himself. Authorities determined Adams was responsible for Tristan’s death.
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JOHNSON COUNTY
Joann Gaytan, 34
BURLESON | SEPTEMBER 5, 2017

Marco Gaytan, 32, shot and killed his wife Joann while she was driving. Gaytan was in the passenger seat when he
shot Joann, shot himself and the car crashed into a tree. Emergency responders transported Gaytan to the hospital
where he died. Joann is survived by her two sons and daughter.

Cynthia Thompson, 52
BURLESON | JANUARY 28, 2017

Richard Ward, 52, strangled and killed his wife Cynthia in their home. Ward called the police to the house to report
that his wife died by hanging herself. When police arrived they found Ward performing CPR. Emergency responders
transported Cynthia to the hospital where she was declared dead. A friend reported that Ward confessed to him that he
killed Cynthia and staged her suicide to cover up the murder. Ward has a history of violence against Cynthia and has
a previous conviction for assaulting her in 2015. For that plea, he served 38 days in jail and was ordered to attend a
Batterer Intervention Prevention Program. He failed to comply with the program requirements. Authorities arrested
Ward; he pled guilty to murder and was sentenced to 40 years in prison.

Alexandria Jade Wright, 26
BURLESON | OCTOBER 6, 2017

Phillip Campbell, 26, assaulted, strangled and killed Jade in a motel room. After killing Jade, Campbell asked a third
party to call for an ambulance. When authorities arrived, Jade was deceased. Campbell was detained and charged with
murder. Jade is survived by her daughter, age 7.

LUBBOCK COUNTY
Yvette Ellis, 28
LUBBOCK | JANUARY 5, 2017

Juan Gallardo, 45, shot and killed his girlfriend Yvette in their home. Gallardo then called 911. When the police
arrived, they found Yvette’s body. Two of Yvette’s children were home. A grand jury indicted Gallardo and charged
him with the murder. Yvette is survived by her four children.

Leslie Covington, 51
SLATON | MARCH 18, 2017

Monte Covington, 58, shot and killed his wife Leslie in their home. Covington then shot and killed himself. The
couple’s three children were inside the house at the time. Leslie is survived by her children, ages 10, 15, and 18.

MAVERICK COUNTY
Maria Ibarra, 77
EAGLE PASS | OCTOBER 6, 2017

Ernesto Ibarra, 77, shot and killed his wife Maria outside their vehicle on a rural road. Ibarra called a friend and
reported their location; he then shot and killed himself. Maria is survived by her son and daughter.
20

McLENNAN COUNTY
Monica Tharpe, 31
BRUCEVILLE-EDDY | MAY 20, 2017

Kevin Tharpe, 40, shot and killed his wife Monica in her friend’s home. There were several witnesses present in the
home at the time of the murder, including one of the couple’s young daughters. Witnesses called 911. After a standoff
and the arrival of the SWAT team, Tharpe killed himself. Monica had recently moved out of the house, separated from
Tharpe, and planned to file for divorce. Two days prior to the murder, Tharpe had been arrested for harassment and
criminal mischief involving Monica as the victim. He was out on bond for those charges at the time of the murder.
Monica is survived by her two daughters, ages 3 and 7.

Valerie Martinez, 24
WACO | NOVEMBER 5, 2017

Christopher Weiss, 26, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Valerie in her car. Weiss also shot and killed their daughter
Azariah, age 1. Authorities arrested Weiss and charged him with two counts of capital murder.

Twila Gail Saulter Mooney, 48
WACO | JULY 20, 2017

William Mooney, 47, shot and killed his wife Twila inside their home. He then shot and killed himself. A coworker
was concerned that Twila had not shown up to work and went to the home and discovered their bodies. Twila is
survived by her three adult children.

MONTOGOMERY COUNTY
Rose Blake, 38
CONROE | FEBRUARY 22, 2017

Medger Blake, 41, stabbed and killed his wife Rose in their home. Their 11-year-old son tried to protect his mother
and had to hide in the bathroom to call 911. When police arrived, the couple’s son met officers. Blake did not
surrender and instead threatened officers with the knife; officers then shot and killed Blake. Police found a note
written by Blake instructing his sons on how to handle the estate and apologized. Rose is survived by her two sons.

NAVARRO COUNTY
Penny Stovall, 43
MILDRED | FEBRUARY 9, 2017

Jefferson Stovall, 46, shot and killed his wife Penny inside their home. Stovall also shot and killed their daughter,
Makenzie, age 8, and then shot and killed himself. A family member requested a welfare check after she stated she
had not spoken with the family within the past 24 hours. When officers arrived, they observed a body on the ground
through a window and entered the home, they then discovered all three bodies.
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NUECES COUNTY
Breanna Wood, 21
CORPUS CHRISTI | JANUARY 3, 2017

Joseph Tejeda, 26, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Breanna in October 2016. Authorities found Breanna’s remains in
January 2017 in an abandoned trailer after an inmate confessed to hiding her body for payment. Authorities charged
Tejeda with capital murder and charged six others in connection to Breanna’s murder: Sandra Vasquez, 42, and
Theodore Allen, 65, Christopher John Gonzalez, 28, Gregorio Rolando Cruz, 37, Magdalena Yvette Carvajal, 33, and
Rosalinda Musella, 47.

Bertha Saenz, 53
CORPUS CHRISTI | MAY 5, 2017

Danny Flores, 55, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Bertha in a home. Flores then shot and killed himself.

ORANGE COUNTY
Stormy Stanley, 28
ORANGE | OCTOBER 25, 2017

Jerry Williams, 28, beat and killed his girlfriend Stormy in her home. The next day, Williams called 911. When the
police and paramedics arrived at the home, they found Stormy unresponsive. Emergency responders transported
Stormy to the hospital where she died from the injuries. Williams has a history of domestic violence. Stormy had
planned to leave the relationship but was afraid of Williams. Authorities arrested and charged Williams with murder.
Stormy is survived by her three children, ages 1, 4, and 9 years old.

POLK COUNTY
Carolyn Carroll, 70
GOODRICH | AUGUST 26, 2017

John Speights, 72, shot and killed his wife Carolyn in their home. Speights called a neighbor and stated that he had
killed Carolyn and asked him to care for their dog. A safety monitoring service called law enforcement to report
that Carolyn called to report Speights’ abusive behavior. When police arrived, they found Speights in the house and
Carolyn’s body in house next to the shotgun. Authorities arrested and charged Speights with murder. Carolyn is
survived by her three adult children.

SMITH COUNTY
Gwendolyn Dorsey, 25
TYLER | JUNE 3, 2017

Charles Moore, 55, shot and killed his girlfriend Gwendolyn in his home. Moore then shot and killed himself.
Family members had not heard from the couple for at least two weeks, so Moore’s sister went to check on them. She
discovered their bodies and notified authorities.
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SMITH COUNTY continued
Anna Lee, 65
TYLER | MAY 7, 2017

Stephen Lee, 64, shot and killed his wife Anna in their home. Lee then shot and killed himself. A family member
heard the gunshots and notified law enforcement. When authorities responded, they discovered their bodies. Anna is
survived by her two adult sons.

TARRANT COUNTY
Adrienne Auguster, 45
ARLINGTON | SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

Kerry Auguster, 48, stabbed and killed his wife Adrienne outside of a retail store. Auguster also stabbed his 21-yearold son who survived his injuries. When police arrived, Auguster stabbed and injured himself. Authorities arrested and
charged Auguster with murder; he was convicted and received a sentence of 45 years in prison. Adrienne is survived
by her adult daughter and son.

Keneshia Walker, 25
ARLINGTON | APRIL 14, 2017

Keith Hayes, 27, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Keneshia in her home. Keneshia was pregnant at the time. Hayes has
a history of domestic violence; Keneshia had shared threatening messages from him with a friend, asking her to keep
a record of his abuse. Authorities arrested and charged Hayes with capital murder. Keneshia is survived by her son,
age 8.

LaTonia Partee Harris, 46
ARLINGTON | MAY 30, 2017

Milton Buchannan, 41, stabbed and killed his girlfriend LaTonia in an apartment complex parking lot. Witnesses saw
Buchannan chasing LaTonia in the parking lot. Buchannan left the scene but returned shortly after police arrived;
authorities arrested and charged him with murder. LaTonia is survived by three daughters.

Michelle Johnson, 41
EDGECLIFF VILLAGE | APRIL 22, 2017

Sean Johnson, 35, shot and killed his wife Michelle in their home. Johnson fled and then called 911 to confess that he
had killed Michelle. Law enforcement found Johnson in his vehicle in a church parking lot; authorities arrested and
charged Johnson with murder.
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TARRANT COUNTY continued
Leslie Bailey, 42
FORT WORTH | MAY 1, 2017

David Bailey, 45, shot and killed his ex-wife Leslie while she was sitting in her car at a mall. He fled and led officers
on a high-speed chase. Law enforcement located Bailey later that evening and as they attempted to make him stop,
he fled, shot and killed himself. Bailey had a history of domestic violence. Leslie had filed for divorce and had a
protective order. Less than a month before Bailey murdered Leslie, authorities arrested him for violating the protective
order; he was released the next day on bond.

Krista Copeland, 28
FORT WORTH | SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

Brian Kesner, 38, shot his ex-wife Krista in her car at a public library. Witnesses nearby had heard Kesner yelling at
Krista before the shooting. Emergency responders transported Krista to a hospital where she died from the injuries.
Kesner fled, then reported the shooting to police and shot and killed himself. Krista met Kesner in a public location so
that Kesner could visit his children. Krista is survived by two sons, ages 4 and 9.

Angela Gagne, 41
FORT WORTH | JUNE 12, 2017

Qjuan Holmes, 30, shot and killed his girlfriend Angela in the bedroom of her home, where he was staying at the time.
Police responded to a request for a welfare check after Angela had not been heard from for several days. Authorities
arrested and charged Qjuan Holmes’ brother, Xondadric Holmes with capital murder. Qjuan Holmes, who was on
parole at the time, remained at large for a month; authorities located and arrested him in Florida and charged him with
capital murder. Angela is survived by her five daughters.

Elanceia Gardner, 32
FORT WORTH | NOVEMBER 2, 2017

Shalen Gardner, 32, strangled, sexually assaulted, and killed his wife Elanceia in her bedroom. Their two children
were in the home and sought help from neighbors. Gardner has a history of domestic violence, and Elanceia had
separated from Gardner and planned to file for divorce. Prior to the murder, authorities had placed Gardner on
probation and required Gardner to wear a GPS for killing a family pet and unlawfully carrying a weapon. Authorities
utilized his GPS monitor to verify his location in the home during the murder and arrested and charged him with
murder; Gardner confessed to the murder after his arrest. Elanceia is survived by her son, age 12 and daughter, age 10.

Molly Matheson, 22
FORT WORTH | APRIL 10, 2017

Reginald Kimbro, 23, strangled, sexually assaulted, and killed his former dating acquaintance Molly at her apartment
near campus. Molly’s mother became concerned when she did not hear from Molly and went to her apartment to
check on her and discovered her body. Less than two weeks later, Kimbro sexually assaulted and killed another
woman in Plano. Kimbro has a history of sexual violence and strangulation with charges pending from 2014; he was
indicted on one charge of aggravated sexual assault in 2017 related to that case. Authorities charged Kimbro with
capital murder for killing Molly.
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TARRANT COUNTY continued
Diossy Ndiaye, 39
FORT WORTH | JUNE 14, 2017

Hermann Gninia, 41, strangled his wife Diossy in the home. Emergency responders transported Diossy to the hospital
where she died. Gninia confessed to killing his wife; authorities charged him with murder. Diossy is survived by her
four children.

Cam-Tu Tran, 30
FORT WORTH | JANUARY 12, 2017

Viet Quoc Nguyen, 32, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Cam-Tu while she was sitting in a parked car with her
boyfriend. Nguyen also shot her boyfriend, who survived his injuries. Cam-Tu told friends, family and co-workers
that she was afraid of Nguyen. She ended the relationship with Nguyen six months prior to the shooting after he
strangled her in her parents’ home; Nguyen stalked her and vandalized her vehicle on multiple occasions. Cam-Tu’s
parents installed security cameras outside of their home a week before the murder. Authorities charged Nguyen with
murder. There was a mistrial and the case is set to be retried.

Michelle Morris, 50
HASLET | MARCH 3, 2017

James Morris, 53, shot his wife Michelle at her home. He also shot and killed Michelle’s boyfriend James Brantley,
24. Morris then shot himself; he died from his injuries at the hospital. Their three children were in the home.
Emergency responders transported Michelle to the hospital, where she died the next day. Morris had a history of
domestic violence, including assault and strangulation charges; a month prior to the shooting, Michelle obtained a
protective order against Morris. Michelle is survived by her three teenage children.

TAYLOR COUNTY
Jennifer Cunningham, 40
ABILENE | MAY 3, 2017

Christopher Hale, 45, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Jennifer outside her home as she tried to enter her vehicle.
Several neighbors reported hearing gunshots. Hale fled the scene and then shot and killed himself. Hale had a history
of controlling and abusive behavior. After Jennifer ended the relationship several months prior to her murder, Hale
continued to stalk and harass her. Jennifer is survived by her two adult children.

TRAVIS COUNTY
Paisley Langmade, 37
AUSTIN | JUNE 21, 2017

Caleb Harris, 31, stabbed and killed his wife Paisley in their home. He then killed himself. A 911 caller requested an
urgent welfare check. Law enforcement entered the home and discovered their bodies. Law enforcement indicated
they had responded to the home more than once in the year preceding Paisley’s murder.
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TRAVIS COUNTY continued
Andrea Faye Lindsey, 43
AUSTIN | DECEMBER 15, 2017

Aubrey Garrett, 50, stabbed and killed his girlfriend Andrea in the courtyard of his brother’s apartment. Neighbors
witnessing the assault called 911. Law enforcement responded; Garrett continued to stab Andrea. After being shot by
an officer, Garrett was transported to the hospital. Emergency responders attempted to save Andrea but she died on
scene. Authorities arrested and charged Garrett with murder. Andrea is survived by her son.

Ibeth Aurora Lopez, 26
DEL VALLE | FEBRUARY 15, 2017

Charles Werchan, 26, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Ibeth on a public road. He then shot himself. Werchan had
entered Ibeth’s place of employment and demanded she come with him; when she resisted, he threatened her with a
gun and forced her to leave. Later, as two deptuties approached them in their vehicle, Werchan shot and killed Ibeth
and then shot himself. Werchan was transported to a hospital and died the next day. One hour before the murder
Werchan posted a video of himself with the gun on social media. Werchan had a history of violence towards Ibeth.
She had ended the relationship two years prior, however Werchan continued to stalk and harass her. Three weeks
before the murder, Ibeth had called law enforcement for help when Werchan approached her at her church and
attempted to force her into a car. Werchan fled before law enforcement could arrest him but returned a second time
and continued to harass her. Ibeth is survived by her daughter, age 8.

VAN ZANDT COUNTY
Brenda Combs, 67
VAN | FEBRUARY 27, 2017

Terry Combs, 68, shot and killed his ex-wife Brenda inside their home. Combs also shot and killed their
granddaughter, Fawn Combs, 20. He then shot and killed himself. Two other family members were in the home at the
time. Brenda is survived by her four adult daughters.

VICTORIA COUNTY
Laura Leticia Moreno, 45
VICTORIA | MARCH 27, 2017

Francisco Galvez, 26, strangled, stabbed and killed his girlfriend Laura in her home. Galvez then fled the scene.
Family members found Laura’s body in her apartment. Laura had wanted to end the relationship but was afraid that
Galvez would hurt her family. Galvez has a history of abuse toward Laura, including strangulation, threatening her
with a firearm, and financial abuse. Authorities charged Galvez with murder. Galvez remains at large.
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WILLACY COUNTY
Sandra Durbin, 54
LASARA | MAY 8, 2017

Donald Durbin, 55, shot and killed his wife Sandra in their home. He then shot and killed himself. A visitor found the
bodies and contacted 911.

Nora Conde Villalobos, 49
RAYMONDVILLE | APRIL 19, 2017

Juan Tobias, 35, kidnapped, strangled and killed his girlfriend Nora. Nora was missing for over a month before
her body was recovered from a local lake. Tobias has a history of domestic violence. Nora had planned to end her
relationship with Tobias. Authorities arrested and charged Tobias with capital murder and aggravated kidnapping.
Nora is survived by her two adult children.
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