Creating Safer Spaces o)

TIPS FOR ADVOCATES
N

CHILD » To receive child support in Texas, custody & visitation must be established. In
CUSTODY many cases there is a possibility that an abusive partner may be granted access to a
child(ren) by a Judge.

» Once a child support order is rendered, regardless of if an abusive partner pays
child support, the survivor is obligated to follow the custody and visitation order.

» Survivors may be legally required to appear in court on the court date.

SAFETY

ISSUES » Certain types of public assistance require cooperation with the Office of the Attorney

WITH CHILD General (OAG) child support process unless you are granted an exemption from this

SUPPORT requirement. This means that if a survivor applies for certain benefits (i.e. TANF,
Adult Medicaid etc.) an automatic child support case will be opened. Advocates can

(OAG assist survivors in completing the Good Cause Recommendation and Family Violence

SYSTEM) Exemption form that would exempt them from this process.

» Survivors with safety concerns who would like to proceed with OAG child support
may request their child support case be flagged with a Family Violence Indicator (FVI)
which allows for the possibility of non-disclose options and routes the case to court
instead of in-office negotiations.

» Check out TCFV's Get Child Support Safely website for in-depth information about
Good Cause, the OAG child support process including FVI, and how survivors of
family violence can pursue child support safely. www.getchildsupportsafely.org

ADDITIONAL
TOPICS AND » The Good Cause Recommendation is documentation to request an exemption from
RESOURCES the child support process. Contact TCFV for assistance completing the form.

» Contact TCFV to request a Get Child Support Advocate Toolkit. It provides
information for advocates about the child support process, best practices in
exploring safety risks associated with pursuing child support, and guidance on
helping survivors consider and assert their needs to achieve a safe and workable
child support order. Call: 512-794-1133

”» Texas Attorney General houses the child support office. Check out their FAQ on
Information for Family Violence around Child Support.

~ t‘ I ‘/ Find more of our Advocacy Tip Sheets at tcfv.org/policy/creating-safer-spaces/

TEXAS COUNCIL ON FAMILY VIODLENCE
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