Creating Safer Spaces

TIPS FOR ADVOCATES

ACCESS » Survivors often encounter problems accessing money. An abusive partner may
TO YOUR withdraw funds and close a join account, may restrict access or report fraudulent
MONEY activity on credit cards, or have funds deposited directly to them. Survivors may

also consider discussing their rights regarding access to joint accounts and assets
with an attorney.

» A survivor can consider opening a new individual bank account with a new banking

institution.
DEBT
INFORMATION, » Credit reports and scores are used for various purposes such as housing rental
MONEY decisions, utility establishment, employment, insurance coverage, and loan rates.
MANAGEMENT, Negative, false, or incomplete information on credit reports can have serious
& CREDIT REPAIR consequences.

» Understanding credit scores and how they affect financial decisions can give
information and choices to survivors. Help them access their credit score at www.
annualcreditreport.com.

® Addresses provided on credit inquiries, disputes, or requests will be displayed
on a credit report. Consider listing a PO box or a relative’s address when
working on credit issues.

» Check out the Center for Survivor Agency & Justice's webinar series to identify credit
rebuilding strategies.

» Check out VAWnet's special collection on Building Credit and Assets: Helping
Survivors Recover from Economic Abuse.

PUBLIC
BENEFITS » Texans can apply for most public benefits, including SNAP, Medicaid, Medicare, and

TANF, through www.yourtexasbenefits.com. Check out their website for more
information and eligibility requirements for each of the programs.

» Applying for public assistance can prompt an automatic child support review. If this
would place the survivor or child in danger, they can use Good Cause, also called the
Family Violence Option. If a TANF participant needs a waiver from the child support
requirement, they should inform their Texas Works Advisor at the local Health and
Human Services Commission benefits granting office.

» Check out www.getchildsupportsafely.org for more information about good
cause from child support can be found at. If they need a waiver from the work
requirements, they should inform their caseworker at the local workforce office.



https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://csaj.org/webinars
https://vawnet.org/sc/building-credit-and-assets-helping-survivors-recover-economic-abuse
https://vawnet.org/sc/building-credit-and-assets-helping-survivors-recover-economic-abuse
https://www.yourtexasbenefits.com/Learn/Home
https://hhs.texas.gov/hhs-services?utm_source=htgh-domain&utm_medium=decommissioned-url&utm_campaign=website
http://www.getchildsupportsafely.org/

ADDITIONAL » Texas Advocacy Project - Statewide family law legal line staffed by attorneys who
RESOURCES provide assistance related to domestic violence and sexual assault as they pertain to
civil law. Call: 1-800-777-FAIR (3247)

» National Network to End Domestic Violence - Online financial empowerment
resources including a Financial Empowerment Planning Guide.

» Allstate Foundation - Online financial curriculum explaining how advocates can work
with survivors on basic financial literacy, repairing credit, applying for loans, major
purchases, understanding .

~ t‘ I ‘/ Find more of our Advocacy Tip Sheets at tcfv.org/policy/creating-safer-spaces/

TEXAS COUNCIL ON FAMILY VIOLENCE


https://www.texasadvocacyproject.org/
https://allstatefoundation.org/what-we-do/end-domestic-violence/
https://nnedv.org/content/financial-tips-for-survivors/
https://nnedv.org/resources-library/transitional-housing-toolkit/#financialeconomicjustice
https://tcfv.org/policy/creating-safer-spaces/



