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An Open Call to the Texas Legislature on Gun Violence and Family Violence  

To the Honorable Senators and Representatives in the Texas Legislature, 

Many of us watched the tragic news in Austin recently and wondered: How could a parent murder two 
children, one his own daughter, and the mother of his children in front of his young son? At the Texas 
Council on Family Violence (TCFV), we also wonder but know it far too common in our state for a victim 
of family violence to lose their life to gun violence at the hands of their intimate partner. 
 
Alicia, Sheila, Shanti, Lynda, Josephine, Rona, Kimberly, Kristy, Kiva, and Melina. We ask you to hold 
these names and those of the other 85 Texans who lost their lives in 2019, at the hands of their intimate 
partner by a firearm, as you read our plea today.  
 
Ranley (1 year old) and Dafne (5 years old), whose lives were stolen from them when they, along with 
their mothers, were shot and killed again due to family violence. Hold their names as well. Christopher, 
a law enforcement officer who was shot and killed in the line of duty while protecting a victim of family 
violence from an abusive partner with firearm.    
 
And, as you hold those names, we want to speak plainly as a domestic violence coalition who so often 
has seen this body openly support and take up calls to action in support of victims of family violence- we 
need your help. Victims need your help. Law Enforcement officers need your help.  
 
We want to also be clear; we are not writing today on the issue of gun ownership. We come to you 
today on the deadly intersection of firearms and family violence. We come to you today because we 
feel compelled to share the urgency - and terror - we hold in our hearts every day for victims of family 
violence in our state. Consider these facts: 

• 863- Texans lost their lives at the hands of an intimate partner using a firearm in just 10 years. 
• 500%- The rate at which the risk of homicide increases for women when an abusive partner has 

access to a firearm.  
• 22- perpetrators who were either currently or previously prohibited from possessing firearms 

due to their criminal background in 2019 alone who killed their intimate partners. 
 

Our call to action for you is not on one bill, as many are before you this session that speak to this 
intersection. Our ask is simple; for each bill before you related to firearms access or possession, consider 
the impact on the safety and lives of victims of family violence. Consider their families and the law 
enforcement officers that strive to protect their communities. Consider if a Texan may lose their life 
because of this decision.  Consider if the passage of the bill will allow a violent offender, an abusive 
partner, easier access to a firearm. Consider if you can hold the weight of that preventable loss of life 
with us. 
 
With this consideration, you will be standing with the over 70,000 victims who seek services at a family 
violence program every year in our state because home is not safe.  You will be doing this for the nearly 
80,000 Law Enforcement officers who put their lives on the line to support victims and respond to these 
all too often lethal calls.  



   
 

   
 

 
Thank you for holding this with us. Your ongoing, steadfast support to victims of family violence is 
needed now more than ever. Please, help us create a safer Texas with responsible gun ownership laws 
that place vulnerable Texans and our sworn officers at the center of your decision-making.   
 
 

Gloria Aguilera Terry, Texas Council on Family Violence  
Statewide 
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The undersigned Family Violence Programs of Texas 
 

Jennifer Fernandez, Guadalupe Valley Family Violence 
Shelter, Inc. 
Seguin, TX 

 

Emilee Whitehurst, Houston Area Women’s Center 
Houston, TX 

 

Heather Bellino, Texas Advocacy Project 
Statewide 

 

Deborah Tomov, Family Services of Southeast Texas 
Beaumont, TX 

 

Paige Flink, The Family Place 
Dallas, TX 

 

Darlene Lanham, Asian Family Support Services of Austin 
Austin, TX 

 

Christina J. Allen, JD, FamilyTime Crisis and Counseling 
Center 

Humble, TX 
 

Kathy Reid, Family Abuse Center 
Waco, TX 

 

Stacy Hill, Crisis Center of Comal County 
New Braunfels, TX 

 

Frances Wilson, The Purple Door 
Corpus Christi, TX 

 

Maisha Colter, Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse 
Houston, TX 

 

Rachna Kare, Daya 
Houston, TX 

 

Sandra Nevarez Garcia, Center Against Sexual and Family 
Violence  

El Paso, TX 
 

Katherine Cholcher, Highland Lakes Family Crisis Center 
Marble Falls, TX 

 

Melissa G. Rodriguez, Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center 
San Marcos, TX 

 

Q. Olivia Rivers, The Bridge Over Troubled Waters 
Pasadena, TX 

 

Rhonda Howie, Eastland County Crisis Center 
Eastland, TX 

 

Kelli Wright-Nelson, The Crisis Center 
Bay City, TX 

 

Walter Nguyen, Mosaic Family Services 
Dallas, TX 

 

Kathryn Jacob, SafeHaven of Tarrant County 
Ft. Worth, TX 

 

Jim Womack, Family Support Services of Amarillo 
Amarillo, TX 

 

Jeri Slone, Family Shelter of San Angelo 
San Angelo, TX 

 



   
 

   
 

Vita Goodell, Ft. Bend County Women’s Center 
Ft. Bend, TX 

Michelle Turnbow, First Step of Wichita Falls 
Wichita Falls, TX 

 

 

Hollie Bruce, Women’s Center of East Texas 
Longview, TX 

 

Julia Spann, SAFE Alliance 
Austin, TX 

 

Colleen Jamieson, Brighter Tomorrows 
Garland, TX 

 

Kim Mathis Goodrum, Focusing Families 
Hempstead, TX 

 

Kelsey Atkinson Botello, The Haven Family Shelter 
Brady, TX 

 

Christina Coultas, Hope’s Door New Beginning 
Plano, TX 

 

Dennis Ferguson, Resource and Crisis Center of Galveston 
County 

Galveston, TX 

Elda Garcia, Southwest Family Life Centers 
Hondo, TX 

 

 
Mona Kafeel, Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation 

Plano, TX 

 
Ginny Stafford, Mid-Coast Family Services 

Victoria, TX 
 

 

Lorie Dunham, Crisis Center of West Texas 
Odessa, TX 

Hattie Allen, Kendall County Women’s Center 
Boerne, TX 

 

 
Richard M. Brown, Hope Alliance 

Round Rock, TX 

 
Sherry Murphy, Family Crisis Center 

Bastrop, TX 

 

 
Rhonda Williamson, Safer Path Family Violence Shelter 

Pleasanton, TX 

 
Dan Cox, Noah Project Family Violence Center 

Abilene, TX 
 

 

Dusti Scovel, Mission Granbury 
Granbury, TX 

Jan Langbein, Genesis Shelter 
Dallas, TX 

 

 
Blake Fetterman, The Salvation Army • Carr P. Collins 

Social Service Center 
Dallas, TX 

 

 
Marta Pelaez, Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc.  

San Antonio, TX  

 

    


